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(,..::ta given by Judge G. W. Newman and others) •
cou:i.ty Judge G.
grru:i. for highway

r . s.

the first of June .

w.

Nevrnn.n h0.s worked ou'; a rond beautification pro-

-60 eas-1; of tiawesville .

.re

expects ~vork to begin

':'hese '' lookouts" c.rc each to be 225

rt.

by

long, 100 ft.

wide 1·1ith c 40 foot pi::.rking spaco for nutomo'iil...,• , ,,ith a wall of masonry
on the river side four ft. high rmd two and half wide .

Inpro•,ed forestry

methods will be used in clor.ring the space overlooking the Ohio nt the
';hree observation noi Ls as 60 of tl-e 100 ft . in width will he outside the
~flll .
crest

One. lookout will he placed about t,·,o miles ei-.st of :rn.wesville on a

o::

a hill knov:n as "dug" :.ill in the vicinity of Ind inn Lcke .

lover of scenic boo.uty will linger loni; after the first glance .

The

Across the

Ohio is Indian'l, n level-land bordering the river nnd spreedinr; f'~n-li•.e
to,m.rds the hills "';he.t more than half encircle i t .

At the i'oet of the

oh server is the broad river and at the water, s edge hidden by ,the trcG., ,
the tracks of the L •&'J. -q_ • .t{ . sb.raight before

Oilt. ,

-'-ho river poi~ts tormrds

u high promo~ory six 'lliles upstreein nhorc 1aFnye~te , s boat was ·wreclred in
1824 which boars the namo of Rock Island from the rough passage of ste3lllers
e.round the poin~ , ::..nd Lo.Fayette Sprinr; froii:. the snri"'~ thc,t gushes out froo

J

under an oYerha.nding roc1 •

Tredition hes fixed !;he illu.::i cc ious F1·onc:unc::i th'3re on his tour of
the coun';ry a half o. cent,u-y nfter ho crune to join 'fashingtl"lY ,
marks the spolj of the fo.r

r'

nd o. cc.bl&.

co.bin nhere to.Fayette was ent;ertained.

To ~ho left titere is a longer view of the Ohio , with r:annclton and
P..,11 cHy ,. Troy within visio ., " full 15 "liles of !;he river und surround ing country seen rri\.hou"'; riovinG frum the

11 lookout 11

o.nd lihe stre.nr:or than

..-,
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(
realizes why Judge Nm·,man calls tncrv)'' lookouts 11 instoe.d of just observat i on

platfor I'lS .
nawesv ille .

1.-.1d.

/:Jld nll t

~us

i

picture hung be fore one -r,ithin a mile or two of

J{ro . New:ao.n is the pos:.essor of many acres o -" [1ancock county

T.'arther ea.st, towards Cloverport s he o,,ns tho Jeffer:; " 1 lff , c. bold

rocky headlr.nd that rtses -1::owo.rd -the r i v v t , j :'- ' ini; fro~ the sur1·0,rnding
lower lo.r.ds t;o stand far abov e the country rcund - o.bou ~, ono
of 140 acres on the top an o.ncion!; I:n 1; ,....., fort wl.ere
,lir;r;Ql!IS .-:hen dan~er neared .

nep. re.an

built their

Ti,e jagged ::;ide of those finc;ers

are litere.lly covered wibn ueuubiful ,-:ild flovrcrs o.nd ferns .
Shooting stars , CC'.ctus , trilliuriJ ,

~na

In<lio.n pin 1'":.. ,

')

~•opo.-ti.c11,

por{'ect r11inbo·. of

I11 tho pnlm of the hnnd o f +11i!J mcrv elous £:orma-tion is a larco

nnture.l ampit;reatro with loYelJ l i t!;le streams y;inding thoir ~-.-o.y
of ;;he rocks ....nd undergromh .
will

rock

This huge :..·ock is formed in the she.pc of "

hund c-ith i'ive lc.rge ju~tlni:.:; fingers .

col:>r .

M" :is i-r:e

l w.y::; fl1d this

~

rnd out

On !;he hot~est clO'J in sum.mer the pi~l~nicker

tloligntf'ully cool spot .

T!:1is cliff ~·:c.s np,'~cd for.

an eccentric Englishno.n ·.':ho came here in 1870 nnd lived ntop the rock for
many years .

A beautiful bathing beach v;ithin n half mile from this cliff

inv ites to wr,tcr snort the sheli.rinf; slope of such gentle grade thnt danr;er
is reduced to r. minimum .

:·;Len the forestry exper.~s l,_a:ve finished the

11

look-

outs 11 e:.loncsiJe tho ,1' br,way, l:ith tho iren~ucky hills n bA.ckground for a
wide picture , c. convoniently a1·ran:-.od nsso1·~':!l.ent of be::.ufjy snots will~
lure muny to pr.use , to stay lon;;er e.nd prob~.bly to establish su:r:i....-·:cr homes .
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Hawesvill
My Own Investi~atton

hawesville ' s birth :s co- incident with the establishment of the County
in 1829 and throughout the century in which it has been a seat of government life has
been unusually tranquil , and industry that has built no smoke stacks but drawn its wealth
from the soil , has rnade itc

appear ance there.

It was onoe a

~~ mining

oenter.Hinety-six year s ago an English

company sent representatives to Hawesville to o ~en coal mines, and for the next sever•l
decades the product~ was barged to river ports .

This industry has pr actically ceased with

the passing of the River Tr affic.
Now lia.1·,esville hasfound her greatest commercial distinction i n another
field .

To understand vihy Postmaster hd. Salms requires a postoffice building ou~pritiftgly

large for the size of the town isn't he.rd ifr one stays long enough to hear about the mail
order business thet has advertised Hawesville far and wide . For Hawesville is a typical
old- fashioned Southern County seat with life centering about its court house.
a single factor¥

~o

t~ .. ~ ~' ,, ....

\

empl?Y }!.ibor ap.d n:;,. manuft:> ~turing plartt .
1'

:

'

~-

..

It hasn't

.But . .in the mail order bus-

"

' •

.

iness -'it has an unique indust r y and ono that within less thaP. ~) d"!toade grew to large pr,011

••

portions .
Before you are in Hawesvil l e very long some one mentions t he "Cl ements
pl ace." three miles south on the Pellville roa.d, where Eimer Clements 1 50 acre farm i s
annually returning several times the cost of the land , through gr o\ving Sweet Potatoes
pl ants and a visit to it is a revelation.
At the outskirts of Hawesville t he roa
sharply to the right off the Louh-ville Highway
over dirt r oad.

u.S.f/60

The prospects are not at nll inviting.

to tho Clements Far m turns

and the remainder of the trip is
There are bluffs hedging the

narrow fields and scraggly undergrowth4 marches across the hills and one used to good
farming sections is about to despair.

then a turn in the winding road and a country storo is seen. That is tho
end of the quest but it has few indications or hidden wealth.

You leave the machine

and ,·,ith Mr . Cl ements ' caretaker (for the o•mer is still at Qu{tman, Ga. , his winter home

Cecelia Laswell~~

,.
/

,_,
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and southern plant farm) and stroll through the barn lot toward the s lope that rises
sharply back from the road , and just over t he crest are orderly plots in which 600 bushels
of Nancy Hall sweet potatoes were bedded in March.
for shipment.

The tender plants are about ready

Soon packers will be busy drawing the plants from

the 35 beds and pre-

paring them for delivery by parcel post to all parts of the Union.

Mr.

Clements employs from fifteen to t\venty hands in his busy season, that is

in the few weeks while his plants are being shipped, for it is something that must be done
at the right t ime .

He usually has about 15, 000 square feet in potatoe beds with a furnace

at the end and pipes extending full length through which heat is forced to keep the
proper temperature .

Last year more than 3, 000, 000 svreet potatoe plants were shipped.

He had two car loads or about 1,000 bushels of potatoes in beds that year, having pruned
down his production this season more than one half • To heat the beds fo r the 1,000
bus hel crop Mr . C~ements cleared the wood from six acres of ground more than 125 cords
being used .

, /bat Mr. Clements has done, three miles away is being duplicated by

c.G.

Brown further out in the county, his place being near utility, a.n inland. village. In
addition to growing sweet potated he has pepper, cabbage , and tomato plants, having sown
50 pounds of tomato seed.Qnd the story of the Clements plants is the i:tory of Browns,
though the latter intered the business after Mr . C1ements .

.Mr . Br own, 1:.r . ' 1i lliams , and

~

Rosenblat , also are shippers of tobacc~hough not as ~xtensively as a few years ago .
These plants are shipped into practically every state , into Alaska, and Gr eenla nd, as
well as sever al provinces of Canada.
Aside from its big mail order business , Hawesville has other things to
attract among which is its fine high sohool, "Beechmont:

They call it from the Beech

forest that clusters about it, which County Supt . H. I . Glover proudly shows as one factor
in it& life for w·hich none need apologize.

~ r ' s Leap (Hancock Co. ) on the top of a high hill (opposite the
'
south side of the Courthouse in Hawesville, county seat of Hancock is Lover's
Leap) ,. are seven huge boulders carved with hundreds of names and dates .

Local

I

l e ~ explains the names by not one but several. Indian maidens who died
for love in the traditional fashion.

~~~ ..z:z;
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With the discovery of a vein of cannel coal lying alonq t he borders of
' r eckinridge and Hancock counties the only coal of its kind then in existanc~~
n 1845 oil was made from this coal and was the first illunina nt then known to
s uperside the t allow-candle .

The discovery of this coal w·a s ma de by accident .

Some

1unters took shelter under shelving rock in a revine while there they noticed it had
, peculiar blackish glassy look, they br oke some off to take home for closer
examination .

Some of the peices were thrown into the fire and the flames leaped

several feet high .
The news soon spread and some specimens were sent to several larger citi e s .
Some reached New York and attracted the attention of some En gl ish capitalist
interested in coal mining .

Experts were sent t o Cl ove rport t o investigate the

find and amount of this coal .

Their reports immediately drew more experts and s~o n

leases were being made all over that area by this English Company.

The discovery

of the coal had led chemist to discover that this was solidi f ied oil aged bv years.
The ccxnpany soon began to sell stock to build a plant where -t he oil could be extracted .

The newspapers were full of the accounts of the new process by which oil

was to be burned instead of the old tallow candle .

A large acreage of land was purchased by the company j ust below Cloverport and
Cl overport wa s on such a boom that the natives had to rub t h~ ir eyes to see if it
were all a dream.
Every steamboat from around Pittsburg br ought loads of people and mat erial s.
Work \'las started in the mines and as if by ma gic a town sprung up among the hills

I

and hollows and was cal l ed Bennettsville .

--

Boat after boat brought men who were t o start buildin g a railroad o~t of the
mines .

The farm boy who was plowing on the hills i de left th e pl ow in the field,

left the "backer patch" and old Pete was left t o br ouse on t he greens.
his way t o get a j ob at $1 . 25 to $1. 50 a day.
day , just like picking money off a tree .

I

He hiked

I t wa s s o much better than 50¢ a

In t he meanti me ki lms were stanted for

the purpose of burning brick and as so on as th e brick wer e ready, brick layers and
0 ?(')- ,:/

'jqL•

-"--

stone masons began working to erect the plant in which the process of making oil was
to be carried out, this oil to take the place of tollow candles .

CASTLE WAS ·BUILT
Buildings were put up around the grounds of the plant to house employees as
native help was scarce .

Up on the hill over looking the pla nt was erected a large

building which resembled a castle with underground passages some were guarded by
great iron doors.

It was here the manager lived, and lived like a king.

The rail

road having been completed the mines were opened and with tbe final placing of machinery for the making of oil was completed, the press of the day was devoting pages
to this new .and interesting venture .
Among the machinery to be used were great iron kettles made of cast iron.

They

weighed tons, no boat could handle them and they were rolle d up the river at
Pittsburg where they were lashed together and crew of men floated them down the
river to their destination .
When the plant was started, those who had predicted a fai lure were surprised
to see the clear white liquid come from coal.

The demand f or this oil taxed the

capacity of the plant and it sold readily for $1.50 per gallon .

The plant flourished

from the start , but after a few years it caught fire and so terrific were the flames
that even some of the heavy machinery was melted or so badl y twisted that the plant
was never reopened again as oil had been discovered which would under sell this oil
made by machinery, consequently the plant was abandoned and wrecked.

Th e

locomotive was loaded on a large barge and shipped ~way.
A

caretaker was left to look after the mines .

the lunber sold of~.

The town at the mines wa s wrecked,
•
For a period of 30 years the mines were closed down. The only

sale for the coal was to steamboats which used it to burn in their torches at night .
MINES REOPEN
In the meantime the owners of this vast holding had gotten into court.

It

seemed that stock sold was about equally divided among Engl ish and American

t

•

~~,

P;!RU .4¥ " · .:;_• ...~~Jf'."*!t'P ':1!¥,

~

..
Page -3stoc kholders ind first one and another would win.

Later at London and Liverpool

Enjland massive chunks of this coal weighing thousands of pounds had been taken
f rQm the mines squared and polished and·put in public places so i t could be seen and
cf~er stock was placed on the market .

Even the Prince of Nales bought a big lot of

stock on its wonderful merrits and finally the English got hold of the stock i n (18327
7
l 9i2? ).
Another company was formed and rebuilt the railroad and reopened the mines.

A

n•Jw town was built where old Bennettsville had stood and it was ca lled Victoria .
Here again Cloverport experienced another big boom, only t o see it fall away as
t he first had done .
When this new company .decided to operate the abandoned mines they had conceived
~~ e

idea of using this coal in the making of gas.

The

plan was to mine the caol and

r~ ip by barge to New Orleans , be loaded on vessels for ballast to Liverpool England
-nd then used in the making of artificial gas.
The new English Company sent Col . Farley over to take cha ~ge of this new venture.
fll!_.was a retired army officer, bull headed as the rest of the English.

He undertook

,at the expense of the stockholders , a reign of wasteless spendlng which resulted in
his recall after a few years of living and extravagant waste of funds .
One of his vent11res of wastefulness and extravagence was th e building of a coal
tipple for loading the coal int o the barges.

In order to build it a big cut had to be

1ade in the old read bed to lower t he truck.

The dirt was pil ed out extending almost

t o the lowerwater mark then piling was driven and a great structure was built up
J n piles level wi t h the road bed .

Old rivermen who know the ri ver told him a barge

~o uld not be held in the seift water of the structure which extended a 100 yards out
Lnto the wat er , besides a piling had been driven up the river to form an ice break
~nd keep off the drift .

The r esult a swift current was created around the head of this

:oal tipple and no boat could stand the current when the wate r was above the normal
stage .
Victoria had been complete.

It had been given a coat of red; the old Diamon

·'

-·

Page - 4~uuse , one time the first engine house, was turned in to a hote l , .old man Robinso n had
c~a rge of it; Lewis Lightfo ot a negro was head co ok.

The men who boarded there were

f~i mutton . which they protested with out any results, but every morning noon and night

j ust before me.ls , if you happened along at that time you would have thought it was a
sh~ep ranch for from every bunk you could hear Bah ! Bah !

In pr ote s of the meat .

Great stocks of coal had been mined and were waiting to be shipped.
a - r ived when Col . Farley expected to see his name go on the book of fame .

Zero hours
The

eng ine stood on the track with George Harris at the throttle , Chr is Klein chucked in
s• me coal .

When Col . Farley was dressed in, his Irish linen. with his white helmet put

r1e r his white hair he was feeling good.
st ep lively.

Several sips from his Scotch had made him

He visioned from his majesty a Peer - Knight hood in honor of his

a ;hievements .
Floating from a pole at his office waved an English flag, and below it the
S ~ars and Stripes .

Old soldiers of the Civil War protested the Stars and Stripes

are first they said, but he told th em plainly England rules th e world, she lowers
h ir flag to no one .

The locomotive rin gs her bell, the cars are pushed up to go down

t 1e long steel lin e decline fully 100 feet long into the barge.
1

The big barge is

a shed to her moonings and Col. Farley radiant in all his glory and surrounded

b~ many of his friends, who had pantaken of his refreshments stepped forward as the
f i r st car loaded with this jagged coll - edges like steel and at his signal the lever
r 0l eased it pulled down this long steel chute to the waiting ba rge .

It never stopped -

i ~ went on through the bottom, of the barge to the Ohio River .

The next morning Col. Farley Woke up - he said he had spent a restless ni ght .
r~a ched for his cal l bell, a double dose of scotch with ice.

He

Feelin g better and with

a heartly breakfast he doned his whit e linen sui t, put on his wh ite helmet hat , he
t 0ok heart and stepped out into his well kept yard .

The birds wer e singins in the trees ,

j ust like old England , th e sun was shining.brightly in old Kentuck y.
h1t to salute hi s old English fla g.

He lifted his

He st ood as if paralized - drawing out his old

•'-'"'J-

..... !:
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~

(ba ndannu handkerchief he wiped his glasses, where was his beloved fla g?
night t h-? flag pole and flag had disappeared.
,,, s t ake ry~ar-by a note was pinned upon it .

Amazed he stood; then he looked

It only said "The English flag may

, to rul e t he world, but here in Cloverport it don 't mean anything.
you and your flag.

:;fl

Bullett ~e presenting the American stockholders took hold.

#

To hell

'"t;,4

/.-.1,'J'i,

Col. Malcolm

Drastic changes were

but in a few years of trying to pull over the poop in the mines wer let go ,

tracks to rn up and every think passed away.

~

cl+ a

Col. Farley left next day for old England .

Then .the American interest won in this contest for legal ri ght.

;a! ,

During (ft.._

}t.
rv..~,Lc.

~

It was the passing of a million olA)j/~

i nt~rprize gobbled up by shrewd lawyers and grafters at the expense of

~ s of stockholders who never got a cent out of their investment.

~~
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Hawesville (co . seat)Ci)
North Panther (dpo)
Lewisport (po and com)(:)
Pellville (po and com) had been Blackford (l) &

(l"v,

t»..,.J'r\.vvr

i&l'll'iettalllil le- ( o.,,o-)

Huff ' s Creek (dpo)
Patesville (dpo and com) ~ L - .1. ,kA.. J't-=-.,
Hancock Mines (dpo)
~Lyonia (dpo and com) aka Roseville ~ ;(
Chambers ( dpo) (com) ')C
Hal'burgh (dpo)
Utility (dpo) (com)·@ -X..
.
Victoria (dpo)
Victoria Crossroads (com) ( 4t) 6- ~
tr...rVl II,
Ayers Landing (dpo)
Skillman ( dpo) (com) G>
Petri Station (dpo)
Petrie (com)~()
Floral (dpo) (com)~
Adair (dpo) had been New Chapel (com) (~-1-) t ~ . ( c.~ ( v-y- .f'fe..j
E'1ston (d:po)(com)~c0
\.
Free (dpo) (com)
. .__- - t,v....VV-..:C#v"- L ~
Glady (p . o. est . but never in op . )
Dukes (dpo) (com)~ 0
Tribune (p . o. est . but never in op . )
Weberstown (dpo) (com) ?C
Waitman (d:po and com) ~ S •re>" .....'f "" -' .L.
Cabot (dpo)
(com)
Martindale ( dpo) (.fllgel!? ... («~·or Marlingdale-? Ngbr . )
(com)
Weber (dpo)
GoerinP- (dpo) (com) fb 9(
Black Wells Ngbr .
Boling (sic) Chapel Ngbr .
Cullen Ngb(.
Gestville com)
Goose Pond Ngbr .
Happy Hol . Ngbr.
Hilldale Ngbr .
Indian Hill Ngbr.
Indian Lake ( com) ';t'
Little Tar Springs (com)
Midway Ngfr ·
Mt . Eden com)
Richard (ngbr. ) rG.'cA..,...CN-..UJ-(~)
Troy Bend Ngbr.
Tywhapita Ngbr .
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